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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


MENINGITIS OUTBREAKS--A new outbreak of meningitis in the swnicipalities of 
(Juzar) and Xique-Xique--Bahia State--has already killed 6 persons and 20 
have been hospitalized. Some 25,000 persons will be vaccinated by the end 
of this week to prevent the spread of the disease. Reports from Fortaleza 
indicate that another outbreak which began in the districts of Bananeira, 
Taua and Catarina, region of Inhamuns, Ceara State, had already killed 
seven persons. [Sao Paulo Radio Bandeirantes Network in Portuguese 1000 
GMT 24 Oct 79 PY] 
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BURMA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA EPIDEMIC IN BANGLADESH--Dacca, 4 Nov--At least 188 people died of 
cholera and other diarrheal diseases in different parts of Bangladesh during 
the past two months, the Government-owned vernacular daily DAINIK BANGLA re- 
ported here today. The newspaper said over 100 people died of cholera dur- 
ing the last one month and several hundred others were suffering from 

stomach diseases in the Sunamganj Subdivision of Bangladesh's eastern Sylhet 
District, 110 miles from here. The Government, however, claimed that the 
deaths were from diarrhea, the daily added. In the tharab Police Station 
under Mymensingh District, some 50 miles north from here, about 65 persons 
died of cholera in the past three weeks. The Government version was that 
only 29 people died in the area suffering from gastroenteritis. Farther 
north in the drought-hit Kurigram Subdivision under Rangpur District, 140 
miles from here, 12 people became victims of cholera in the pest two months 
while in the extreme southeast Satkania Police Station in Chittagong District, 
160 miles from Dacca, 11 persons died of cholera during the period. Accord- 
ing to the newspaper, cholera had spread in those areas in an epidemic form.-- 
NAB/AFP [Text] [Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 6 Nov 79 p 5] 
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GABON 


SECTLONAL MEASLES, WHOOPING COUGH VACCINATION CAMPAIGN 
Libreville L'UNION in French 3 Oct 79 p 2 


[Article by Ndjondo Kivi and Nougnassa-Pongui: "Vaccination Campaign at 
the Evangelical Hospital”] 


{Text} In order to protect childrea against epidemics, the Bongolo ev.ngel- 
ical hospital has undertaken, for over a month now, a campaign of vaccination 
against measles and whooping cough. 


This vaccination campaign is for children aged 3 months to 5 years. It is 
taking place under ‘he supervision of Dr David Thompson and involves three 
stages. The first stage started on 1 September and shall continue on 

27 October. The objective of the campaign is to protect children against 
the various scourges which continue to hinder the development and the 
physical and mental growth of the child. 


Outside the Bongolo center, the hospital sends nurses with vaccine into the 
nearby villages, viz. Nguevede, Bilengui, Mbelnaletembe, Likindou, etc. 

In addition to this vaccination, which is solely for children, the anti- 
cholera vaccination is administered at the evangelical hospital as well as 
at the Lebamba medical center. The local people have heard the news with 
great pleasure. 


Many students vacationing in Lebamba took advantage of the opportunity to 
get vaccinated, which will make it easier for them to cross police and 
gendarmerie barriers. 


These vaccination campaigns meet the objectives of the Ministry of Health: 
"Health for everybody in the year 2000," 
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GABOR 


BRIEFS 


LIBREVILLE CHOLERA ALERT ENDED--The rush to dispensaries where anticholera 
vaccination was given has now subsided: such flares are always spectacular 
but never last long. in its weekly -eport published om 2 August 1979, the 
World Health Organization reports one “imported case," four suspected 
cases, and two deaths for the Libreville area. Dr Louis Adande Menest, 
general director of public health, has confirmed the case of the travele’ 
from Cameroon who, however, was buried too soon for a laboratory analysis 
of his excreta to be performed. The end-of-August report from the ministry 
states thot there is no longer any danger in the capital, three-fourths of 
the population of which have been vaccinated. There was genuine cause for 
alarn, but health authorities have enforced strict precautionary measures. 
[Excerpt] [Libreville L'UNION in French 15-16 Sep 79 p 1] 9294 
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GHANA 


MALARIA-PREVENTING DRUGS SAFE IN NORMAL DOSES 
London WEST AFRICA in English 5 Nov 79 p 206; 


\Text] The Ministry of Health has stated thet chloroquine and camoquine are 
still the safest and most effective drugs for ‘*eatment and prevention of 
malaria, when they are taken in correct doses. ‘? is followed a previous 
statement by Professor C.0. Quarcoocpome, pres!¢m.. of the Ghana Medical 
Association, that too much chloroquine could c#us* toral blindness. He said 
more than 200 cases of blindness caused by frequent intake of anti-malaria 
drugs, including chloroquine, nivaquine and camoquine, were detected after 
some research carried out at Korle Bu Teaching Hospiiai. 


The Ministry of Health statement blamed the cases of blindness on self- 
medication with doses far in excess of approved therapeutic regimen~. It 
said chloroquine liad been in use for many years, and apart from causing 
itching in some people, the drug had been found to be safe. It added that 
self-medication for the reduction of mortality, morbidity, ind the dura- 
tion of suffering from the disease should be encouraged as a public health 
measure but strictly in accordance with the advice of a competent heslth- 
worker. The statement pointed ovt that in Ghana where health facilities 

are not readily accessible to large segments of the population, self-medica- 
tion is a highly desirable life-saving measure. The Ministry said it would 
intensify its community information and education programme to enable people 
to recognize the early symptoms of certain common conditions, including 
malaria, and what action was to be taken on recognition of the symptoms. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS AND CHOLERA--Castroenteritis and cholera have taken a toll 
of 679 lives since January last year, the Madhya Pradesh Assembly told 
the Health Minister, Mr Shitla Sahay on Friday. Of the 38,605 jaundice 
cases reported, 363 proved fatal.--UNI [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN 
in English 27 Oct 79 p 9] 


ENCEPHALITIS CLAIMS 53--Raiganj, Oct. 27.--Thirty-five people have died of 
encephalitis in West Dinajpur district during the past three weeks, accord- 
ing to an official estimate published here today, reports PTI. UNI adds 
from Bihar: The disease has claimed 18 lives in West Champaran district. 
The district magistrate said that though the disease had not icoken out in 
an epidemic form, 52 people were affected since June. [Text] [Calcutta 
THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 28 Oct 79 p 7) 


ENCEPHALITIS D&ATH TOLL--In West Bengoi, enceph.'‘tis has claimed 280 lives 
in the four districts in the past 7 weeks. United News of India, quoting 
official sources, said that 190 persons died in Burdwan, 51 in Hooghly, 

% in West Dinaj-wr and 3 in Birbhum District. [Text] [BK111012 Delhi Do- 
mestic Service in Fnglish 0830 GMT 10 Nov 79 BK] 


IAUNDICE CLAIMS EIGHT=--New Delhi, Nov. }--Jaundice cipdemic nas claimed at 
least elieht Lives in Bank ira town and its suburbs in West Bengal state 


uring the past few days. it was reported today. Officials of the state 
were quoted as saying th about 62 people had so far been affected by 
the dlsease.<-AFP. [Text] [Peshawar KHYBER MAIL in English 4 Nov 79 p 1] 


IAUNDICE EPIDEMIC--New Delhi, 16 Nov (AFP)--Over 169 people have died in a 
ragine jaundice epidemic dwrinz the past few weeks in Azamgarh District 

in the drought-hit Uttar Pradesh state, it was reported today. The victims 
were mostly under-nourished pregnant women from voor families who ha been 
particularly hard hit in the scarcity conditions caused by the prevailing 
droughts. There have been earlier reports of hungry people taking onto 
leaves and wild roots eisewhere in the state to sustain their life. [Text] 
[Hong Kong AFP in English 1036 “MT 16 Now 79 BK] 
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IRAN 





BRIEFS 


CHOLERA EPIDEMIC--Tehran, October 30, TAsS--Forty one people died in a 
cholera epidemic which broke out in Iran in early August. Iran's Health 
Ministry announced that 1,641 people have been subjected to medical checks 


and received tr2atment in this connection. [Text] [LD302126 Moscow TASS 
in English 2037 GMT 30 Oct 79 LD] 
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LAOS 


BRIEFS 


VIENTIANE ANTIMALARIA CAMPAIGN--Since mid-September the Public Health 
Committee of Vientiane City and Province has sent a number of its medical 
cadres to join with medics in various cantons in [Meuarg] Saithani, 
Thoulakhom, Paksan, Nasaithong, Phon Hong and Van Vieng Districts of 
Vientiane Province. They went down to the production bases in each 
village to check the health and blood of thos< people in poor heaith 

in order to find malaria bacteria and to provide treatment. Since ftner 
these acti. ities have been completed in some districts, such as those of 
[Meuang] Saithani and Thoulakhom districts. Presently, the medica’. cadres 
are continuing the campaign of blood testing for malaria and are also 
paying attention to checking their health and are diligently inncculating 
people against diseases which normally occur in the cold season in order 
to finish by the end of October. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in 

Lao 26 Sep 79 p 1] 


ANTICHOLERA WORK--Since the beginning of the year to the end >of Septemler 
the medical cadres of hospitals in [Meuang] Namtha District, .ouang Naritha 
Province, [Meuang] Khong Sedone District, herbal medicine doc-ors of 
[Meuang] Laman District, clinics in [Tasseng] Nakhoisao and Sipon cantcns, 
of Saravane district and province have all paid attention to -reating 

and taking care of patients, both in and out of the hospitals with a 
spirit of truly serving the nation and people. They gave an-icholera 
vaccinations to nearly 10,000 people. They also popularized -he three- 
clean health principle and methods of preventing disease to p:-ople in 

the production base areas in widespread fashion. More than 1,000 

people came to listen to these lectures. [Excerpts] [Vientiane KHAOSA? 
PATHET LAO in Lao 3 Oct 79 p A9] 
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SLGNLFICANT REDUCTION IN 


INCIDENCE OF MALARIA 


Search for Other Drugs 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 27 Sep 79 p 4 
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ganisation (WHO) Re- | 
gional Anti-Malaria | 
team, Dr CT. Chen | 
said today. 


He said there had been 
a steady decline in the 
incidence of malaria in 
recent years. There were 
more than 30,000 cases in 
1972 but less than 5,000 
cases this year. 

Hence, he said, it was 
probable for the team to 
achieve its taryet of 
eradicating malari. by | 
1982. ’ 


Dr Chen was speaking 
to reporters after a tour 
of the Public Health In- 
stitute here by the WHO 
Regional! Director for the 
Western Pacific Region, 
Dr H. Nakajima. 


Dr N ima, on his 
first official visit to 
Malaysia since assuming 
office on July 1, was ac- 
companied by the WHO 

ntative here, Dr 
L. Verstuyft. They met 
the institute's director. 
Dr Abdullah bin Abdu! 
Rahman and members of 
the anti-malaria team. 
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THALLAND 


TUBERCULOSIS STATISTICS REPORTED 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 10 Aug 79 p 3 


[Text] Approximately 800,000 persons all over the country are suffering 
from tuberculosis, of these 200,000 are contagious. Diabetics should be 
very careful. 


Dr Songkram Sapcharoen, secretary general of the Tuberculosis Society of 
Thailand disclosed that tuberculosis patients number approximately 800,000 
and of these 200,000 persons are in the contagious stage, but the inci- 
dence will decline slightly. 


As to preventive measures, children should have a BCG vaccination because 
it is about 90 percent effective in prewenting the contagion. People must 
also be edncated in health and sanitation. 


"Ordinarily tuberculosis germs can withstand both heat and sun light. In 
darkness, they can endure longer and are easily spread. Those who are 
weak or those with low immunities could be ezsily infected. Especially 
those suffering from diabetes should take special precautions because they 
are easily susceptible to tuberculosis," said Dr Songkram. 


As for treatment, presently there are medicines that can completely cure 
the disease in iess time; that is, formerly treating TB pstients would 
take between 2 to 2 1/2 years whereas now it takes only 1 to 1 1/2 years. 
Especially there are new more effective medicines that may require less 
than 1 year for treatment. This medicine is now under experiment. The 
only problem is that the new drug is rather expensive. 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


LEPROSY IN PHICHIT--Our reporter visi ed Phanompha Village, Group 6, 
Nongprakingwangsaiphoon Sub-District about 50 km from the provincial 
capital. There are 45 households, and almost all of the inhabitants, 
male, female, and children are found to have leprosy and are getting no 
treatment. Many children with the hereditary disease, have a rash spread- 
ing all over and are covered with clusters of festering sores. The vil- 
lagers believe it to be fate, particularly all members of Mrs Tha's family 
whose father, mother and children are suffering. Mrs Tha explained to 

the reporter that all of her parents were never afflicted. She cannot 

see why all of her family must suffer. Mr Montree Panthong, the only 
teacher who is teaching in the village, has to bring food and water for 
himself, as he dares not get food from the village for fear of leprosy. 
[Text] [Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 3 Aug 79 p 3] 9438 
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BRIEFS 


MEDICAL CONFERENCE IN ALMA-ATA--An All-Union Conference on the Therapeutics 
of Bacterial infections opened in Alma-Ata on 23 October. Participants 
were outstanding scientists and specialists from Moscow, Leningrad, Novo- 
sibirsk and other Soviet cities, as well as guests from Bulgaria, Poland, 
Japan and the FRG. The plenary and section sessions are discussing the 
tasks of health service organs to further reduce the infectious disease 
rates, the state of and prospects for developing the antibiotics industry, 
and other questiors. The conference participants will exchange experiences 
in treating and ,.eventing diseases. [Alma-Ata Domestic Service in Russian 
1510 GMT 23 Oct 79 AU] 
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ZAIRE 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK IN KIVU 
Kinshasa ZAIRE in French 27 Aug 7% pp 7, 8 


[Text] The passengers who traveled on board the 1.T.B. Colonel Tshatshi 
from 3 July to 3 August 1979, on the Kisangani-Kinshasa river line, will 
not soon forget their agony! More than three times the boat ran aground 
on a sand bank. Food supplies on board were completely used up. it was 
a case of starvation with this sword of Damocles--the cholera which could 
at any moment strike some among them--hanging over the passengers’ heads. 


Many passengers, especially the students, were counting first and foremost 

on the ship's food supplies. Also, weakened by hunger they were to become 

a ready prey for the cholera virus. And so, the doctor's diagnosis, 
confirmed by the Joint Investigation Commission of the Department of | 
Health and by WHO will be contested by the victims of the executive council's 
decision to jettison all foodstuffs on board. It will be difficult to 
prevail upon public opinion or on that of the areas warted. Yet, the 
disease is a fact. But where is it coming from? 


Since last year, cases of cholera have been appearing in Kivu. WHO has 
been informed about them. Fortunately, however, the actual situation is 
not as distressing as in the cise of the Tshatshi boat. 


An Effective Policy 


in Kivu's case, the health department followed an effective policy. It 
did not make too much of a commotion, when a joint comiission, a department — 
WHO--appeared on the scene and confirmed the epidemic, 


In the Tshatshi case, an unheard of uproar preceded the sending of a 
commission. One would think that Zaire was proud of having its "cholera." 
But then, why this beating of tom-toms, if they could not stop the 

vector that was bringing cholera to the capital? Was too much ground 
covered while statements poured from the radio and press? 


The department took too long to put in an appearance. They should, in the 
first place, have stopped the accused boat's progress, and sent for the 


1 








joint commission. In the event of confirmation, they should have ordered 
the quarantine of not only the ITB CI Tshatshi, but also of all units 
sailing on the same line, b-gun the vaccination and disinfection and, 
finally, at the end of the time required, allowed these units to set sail 
again for Kinshasa mly. 


Sharing Responsibilities 


The incident on the Colonel Tshatshi brought to light Onatra's irresponsi- 
bility regarding its river transports and the poor condition on those on 
which its passengers travel. To begin with, there are no longer any 
beacons because of the failure of the waterway administration which is 
hamstrung by red tape. The, the system should be censured for having 
leased the restaurants on board to private companies. 


The executive council's decision to jettison all the food supplies on 
board the 'T® CI Tshatshi was merely an international formality. Our 
only regret is that if the department had set to work on time, the boat 
would not have had to pass by Lisala, Mobeka, Lusengo, Makanza and Boloba. 
We could have avoided having unnecessary victims, as we knew that Kinshasa 
was well stocked (on the whole) with fish coming from Mobeka. These 
losses, which people could have been spared, are going to cause confusion 
in the capital's procurement of supplies. Furthermore, at the meeting 
for carrying out the executive council's decision, there were enormous 
abuses which authorities should never have let go by unpunished! The 
very ones who were instructed to throw the fish overboard had, according 
to the travelers, generously distributed it in town and sold the remainder 
to fishermen. And that was not all. Many tradesmen count on the looting 
of their goods. And have these methodical agents also, no doubt, thrown 
significant sums of money overboard? Has the time come to discourage 
these purveyors of second-hand goods? Has anyone seriously thought of a 
systematic supply organization in Kinshasa? And yet, many of those 
tradesmen and travelers do not even have a return ticket! One questi, 
from the moment Onatra knew it had cholera on board, why did it still 
receive other passengers on board, since it stopped or slowed down and 
collected the ticket money? 


The Pandemic Disease 


But why on earth did they have to go up the river to the capital to 
jettison the food supplies suspected of being contaminated with the 
cholera virus instead of doing it downstream, if only in order to keep 
the Regigeso from bringing the microbes back to us? 


In view of these considerations, in view of such hesitancy on the part of 
authorities, public opinion has become skeptical. For a moment even 
economic sabotage came to mind. But science is precise: there is cholera, 
but a kind not yet known in Africa south of the Sahara. 
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Until 1960, it was generally believed that cholera occurred only under 

the form of an acute infection, frequently marked by a high death rate 

and accompanied by a profuse diarrhea. It now seems that the infection 

is more frequently asymptomatic, with a slight diarrhetic complaint, 
clinically very closely related to what is observed in cases of shigellosis, 
salmonellosis, gastro-enteritis with Escherichia coli and other similar 
infections. This finding applies especially to the El Tor biotype of 
vibrio cholera--from the name of a village near Mecca. This is the case 
found at present in Kivu and along the Zaire river. 


This seventh widespread outbreak of cholera seems to be appearing since 
1961. In 1965 and 1966 it spread from the Pacific Southwest to the Middle 
East reaching North Africa and West Africa as weli as Eastern Europe in 
1970. 


But on discovering the enemy, it is particularly necessary to become 
familiar with its weak points and its strong points. As a weak point, 
the El Tor vibrio cholera does not resist heat. For this reason, water 
(for drinking, bath, dishes) and food must be boiled at 100 degrees. 


Its strong points? It is transmitted either directly, by infection, by 
dirt: almost exclusively in overpopulated quarters or when hygienic 
conditions are bad. It is rare in households, Indirectly it is trans- 
mitted by excrement and poorly discharged waste waters, drinking water 
contaminated by excrement, sea food (crabs, shrimp), flies, cockroaches, 
sick persons’ bed linen and underwear, raw food (fruit, vegetables, 
meat) drink, ice creams, prepared foods; the contamination of food 
products by direct contact in the marketing, production ana preparation 
of foods (rare) and by water entering their preparation; water used for 
washing receptacles. These viands, frequently offered in less hygienic 
conditions, should always be reheated. 


Be that as it may, the disease exists. It is essential that measures be 
taken to check it and not alarm the people. 
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ZAIRE 


BRIEFS 


SLEEPING SICKNESS OUTBREAK--Doctors from she Boma subregions and Bas-Fleuve 
are meeting at Tshela beginning this Monday in a conference on research 
into the ways and means to cumbst several sporadic cases of sleeping 
sickness. The results of the drought's severity in this sectia of the 
republic have attracted the special attention of the doctors from the 

two subregions. Yesterday Kwashiorkor claimed some victims among the 
people. Today medical authorities want to fight sleeping sickness by 
relying om the experience acquired in other corners of the country. For 
48 hours, the medical teams from the Boma and Bas-Fleuve subregions will 
study the problem with all due seriousness, especially since here and 
there at times sane serious fears are expressed regarding the state of 
health of the inhabitants in some areas which the medical teams find very 
hard to reach. [Text] [Kinshasa AZAP in French 1305 GMT 7 Oct 79] 8870 


NO CHULERA CASES IN BUMBA, LISALA--Local news begins with a health bulletin 
for the equatorial region where they are announcing a decided improvement 
in the medical situation, with special reference to the cholera epidemic 
which broke out there, particularly in the Bumba and Lisala areas. The 
state commissioner for health, Citizen Tshisungu, who recently made an 
inspection in this area, has declared that there is no longer one single 
case of cholera nor a single death of any lamented victim since last 

16 August. Moreover, the number of persons attacked by this disease 
before this date has notably diminished. During this time, life in other 
sections of the area has followed its normal course. [Text] [Kinshasa 
EUMA in French 27 Sep 79 pp 1, 7) 8870 
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RHODES IA 


BRIEFS 


ANTHRAX DEATH TOLL NOW 38--B8ulawayo--The anthrax death toll has risen to 

$8 and 1,958 cases have been reported so far this vear, the Deputy Secre- 
tary of Health, Dr J. S. Preece said here yesterday. Figures released by 
Dr Preece show that the Midlands is the worst anthrax-affected area in the 
country, with 1,259 reported cases and 26 deaths. Matabeleland has had 
667 reported cases with 11 deaths, and Mashonaland 60 cases with one death. 
A Cold Storage Commission spokesman said yesterday that the present anthrax 
outbreak had not affected beef supplies. He said anthrax had not been re- 
ported among livestock in the commercial farming areas, with all cases so 
tar being in the tribal trust lands and areas previously known as African 
purchase areas. A spokesman for the Department of Veterinary Services, 
asked whether foot and mouth disease had also become a problem among live- 
stock in the Midlands, said: “For all practical purposes, the disease in 
the Midlands is under control.” However, he said it was simmering in the 


north-west and south-east of the Midlands. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD 
in English 14 Nov 79 p 3} 











SENEGAL 





CAUSE OF ‘MYSTERIOUS DISEASE’ DISCOVERED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 9 Oct 79 p 13 


[Text] Louga (APS)--The causes of the “mysterious disease," which has 
lately been running rampant especially among the large ruminants of the 
Department of Linguere, have just been determined by a mission of the 
National Laboratorw of Veterinary Research, 


These results in fact only corroborate the opinion of the Regional Live- 
stock Service, which attributed the aisease to a plant known as “Zornia,” 
whose roots, at unripe stage, contain saponin, a very foamy glucoside, 


In a conversation with the SENEGALESE PRESS AGENCY, Mr Mamadou Moctar 
Wane, regional livestock inspector, stated that representatives from the 
National Laboratory took samples from the plant blamed for harboring the 
terrible disease that causes violent death, and the results of their 
analyses confirmed the responsibility of Zornia. 


What happens, Mr Wane said, is that while grazing, the animals grab off 
the plant in one bite and swallow it whole. The saponin contained in the 
roots produces a reaction in the stomach and causes a swelling which then 
resulis in a blockage to the respiratory functions...and death follows 
immediately if swift intervention to induce diarrhea or vomiting does not 
occur. 


Furthermore, veterinarians have anticipated a series of treatments capable 
of combating this disease. The least technical and most conventent for 
the herders involves making the diseased animal swallow a mixture of water 
and vinegar. The farmers had already divised their own formula, “cing a 
mixture of water and oil. 


According to the regional livestock inspector, Zornia is a good fodder 
plant in its dry state, and its toxicity disappears as it grows. Moreover, 
this is the first time that it has caused such a disease. That phenomenon 
was due to a lack of rainfall, where the combined results changed the 
texture of the pasture land and resulted in a decrease in Gri: ineae and an 
increase in Leguminosae. In order to prevent such a phenomenon from 
recurring, Mr Wane would like the pasture land to be resown by airplane to 
alter its botanical composition, 
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LEUCC-MAREK DISEASE IN CHICKENS REPORTED 


Hanoi KHOA HOC VA KY THUAT NONG NGHIEP in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 79 pp 552- 
556 


[Article by Nguyen Van Hanh in collaboration with Nguyen Phu Le and Phas 
Van Nam: “The Results of the Investigation of Leuco-Marek Disease in 
Industrial Poultry Production"; Agricultural College IV, received 15 May 
1979) 


[Excerpts] In Ho Chi Minh City and a number of southern provinces, previ- 
ously almost all foreign »reeds of chickens, such as Hubbard, White Moun- 
tain, Hubbard Comet and Newhampshire, were imported from America. After 
peace was restored, Plymouth and Leghorn breeds were imported from Cuba. 
In recent years, chickens in almost all the scattered flocks have shown 
signs of enlarged livers and lymphs. In a number of flocks, more than 

40 percent of the chickens have died. The disease usually appears in 
chickens 3 to 6 months old, which leads us to suspect the presence of 
Leuco-Marek disease. Therefore, doing research on this disear? is essen- 
tial in order to promptly have measures to prevent and treat the disease. 


The results of the investigations of the industrial poultry production 
flocks in the Ho Chi Minh City zone show the appearance of Leuco-Marek 
disease, in which Leuco disease appears more serious than Marek disease. 
The blood samples and traces of microorganisms affirm this analysis. The 
isolated virus has the characteristic of Marek's virus. In the laboratory, 
the disease can certain » be created artificially by injecting specimens 
into the muscle of a l-day old chicken. At this time, the disease changes 
from 60 t« 90 days. 


However, studying and distinguishing the Leuco and Marek diseases is very 
complicated and we must continue [the research] with the aid of foreign 
breeds. 


Immediately, in order to prevent the disease, the poultry farms must 
strictly carry out the egg shell and egg hatcher disinfectant regulations 
in order to eliminate Marek's virus. Sanitary conditions must be main- 
tained in order to avoid spreading the disease after the eggs hatch. In- 
proving the feed ration will increase the resistance of the chickens and 
reduce the losses caused by Leuco disease. Beginning now, natural resis- 
tance to the disease must be regarded as one standard for selecting indus- 
trial chicken breeds in our country. 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


DESERT LOCUSTS IN EAST AFRICA--Kenya remained free of desert locusts in 
September, the Desert Locust Control Organisation for Eastern Africa 
reported yesterday. Between September and the middle of last month no 
desert locust breeding was reported in the Eastern African region, said 
the organisation's director, Mr. K. M. Ahmed in a report. The report said 
a few scattered solitary adult locusts were found between Tendaho and 
Mille in Ethiopia and in the Sudan. According to the report. some locust 
breeding is expected in the Red Sea coastai areas of Sudan and Ethiopia. 
The locust situation in the rest of the region is expected to remain calm. 
[Text] [Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 2 Nov 79 p 5] 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


AMPAIGN AGAINST COFFEE RUST--San Jose, 27 Oct--The Costa Rican Agriculture 
Ministry has begun a mass campaign to eradicate the outbreak of coffee rust 
in Nicaragua, Technicians have been sent to the Nicaraguan Department of 
Carazo on the border with Costa Rica to destroy coffee plants affected by 
the disease during the civil war, The Costa Rican border post in Penas 
Blancas i3 also fumigating all vehicles coming from Nicaragua. [Panama 
City ACAN in Spanish 1754 GMT 27 Oct 79 PA] 
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CUBA 


SUGAR CANE DISEASE CAUSING SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN PRODUCTION 
Agriculture Minister Warning 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 25 Sep 79 p 1 


[Article by Juan Varela Perez: "Sugar Cane District Leaders Participate in 
Regular Training Course for First Time”) 


[Text] The second course for cadres in the sugar cane raising and industry 
sector which began in this capital city yesterday has as its goal the 
training of leaders in the sector and the expansion of their knowledge for 
the 1981 harvest, but there was no lack of references to the next sugar 
season at the inaugural session. 


Leaders of sugar cane districts who, depending on their enrollment levels, 
will remain at the center one or two years, are participating in a regular 
training course for the first time. 


In his address, Minister of Agriculture Rafael Francia Maestre discussed 
the importance of training the men who have high responsibilities for sugar 
production at the base level, beginning with the fundamental cells--the 
district and the sugar cane plan. 


The minister criticized the results achieved to date and said that substantial 
advantages have been made in many respects. The 1979 sugar volume--the 
second-largest harvest in our history--provides a faithful example, but 

both in the industry and in agriculture, shortcomings which must be immediately 
eliminated remain. 


Francia Maestre said that it is necessary to achieve maximal efficiency in 
repairs as a means of reducing oil costs and raising the absolute recovery 
level. He noted that there is a lack of application of agrotechnology in 
sugar cane growing. This is an indispensable resource for guaranteeing the 
sustained increases the country needs. There is poor use of irrigation, 
plantings which are still not of optimal quality, and problems in the 
whole system of cutting, loading and hauling which work against industrial 
yield. He stressed that in the 1980 harvest joint and highly organized 
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action by all the forces is needed to offset the negative effects on our 
sugar cane growing areas caused by weather factors--little rainfall in 
certain periods and excessive rainfall in others--and the disease known as 
rust. 


He added that this means that exigency, as a priority matter in order to 
offset the harm done, in compliance with the agreements of the Eighth 
Plenum of the Central Committee and the resolution of the Political Bureau 
of the party, cannot be a mere slogan but must get to the basis of the 
problems, dealing with them and finding solutions. 


Francia Maestre stressed that in the season for which we are now preparing 
there will naturally be both objective and subjective difficulties, but 
there are also cadres and workers better trained to guarantee the levels 
of growth in the sugar sector which the country proposes for itself. 


He said that, following the guidelines of our party and with the approval 
of the Executive Committee of the Council of Ministers, the Ministry of 
Agriculture has made a profound study of the factors with highest incidence 
in sugar cane mechanization in the last two harvest seasons, and has set 
forth a work program, the adamant implementation of which will enable sugar 
cane mechanization to reach the desired goal. 


He specified that those enrolled in the course which began yesterday at 
the National Sugar Training Center (CENCA) include ten growing district 
leaders, and was organized, according to Comrade Arnaldo Milian, a member 
of the Political Bureau of our party, to accelerate their cultural and 
technical advances. 





Antonio Beruff, director of the CENCA, accounced that the pre-enrollment in 
the course, in various specialties and on various levels, totaled 337 
students, of which 181 come from the cane-growing sector. He gave a 
description of the advances made by the center in these two years of 
educational life. 


Bernardo Urribarri, a section head in the Central Committee Sugar Department, 
Stressed as very positive the fact that for the first time cane distribution 
and machinery leaders are attending regular courses, and he noted that these 
men who have given long years of constant dedication to sugar cane growing 
are being offered magnificent opportunities. 


Raul Trujilio and Luis de Cardenas, vice ministers of agriculture and the 
MINAZ [Ministry of the Sugar Industry], respectively, among others, were at 
the speaker's table. 
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Francia Maestre Reports Problem 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 4 Oct 79 p 1 


[Article by Enrique Mesa and Juan Varela Perez: "Farm Workers Proclaim Full 
and Unlimited Support of Fidel's Plans") 


[Excerpts] Cardenas--The fullest and most unlimited support by the farm 
workers throughout the country of the plans set forth by Fidel in con- 
nection with the artificial crisis created by the U.S. government leaders 
was proclaimed here yesterday by Rene Penalver, secretary general of tie 
national trade union for this sector. 


The words by the workers’ leader won a lengthy standing ovation as a sign 
of firm approval by all those attending the national ceremony held here 
yesterday afternoon in connection with Farm Workers’ Day. The concluding 
addre:'s was delivered by Minister of Agriculture Rafael Francia Maestre. 


Concliding Address 


In sumwrizing the ceremony, Minister Rafael Francia Maestre stressed the 
importance of agriculture in the national economic complex and the goals 
set for it in our development plan. He also said that the workers in the 
sector can be satis*ied that in the years which have elapsed since the 
triumph of the revolution the area under cultivation has doubled, the gross 
farm product has increasea by 50 percent, employment has doubled and labor 
productivity has risen. Production has been diversified and a real techno- 
logical revolution has occurred. The technical-organizational conditions 
for uninterrupted growth in agriculture have been created. 


He announced that in the present decade, the growth in agriculture has 
reached an annual rate of 3.7 percent, with 6 percent for the last few years. 


The minister said that"these successes have not been free of relative 
setbacks, differences among the various branches, underutilization of 
resources and the lack of greater efficiency in our administratiou." 


He spoke of the Eighth Plenum of the Central Committee in examining the 
situation on the First Five-Year Plan and the agreements of the first party 
congress, and he said that the advances achieved by the sector in these 
years were noted there. However, the negative aspects in the work and those 
on which development of consistent work to achieve the goals set is in- 
dispensable were also noted there, 


Subjective Factors 


He stressed that "in exenining the factors having a negative effect on non- 
fulfillment and inefficiency, the subjective factor, among others, was seen 
as that which is most serious and needs to be combated." 
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He added that the basic criticisms by Comrade Fidel in his speeches to the 
i4th Congress of the CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Workers] and the 
last session of the National Assembly of the People's Government “urge us 

to a real effort in transforming our methods, our discipline, our awareness, 
our combativity, in order to eliminate the habits, vices and shortcomings 
affecting labor discipline, administrative responsibility and the social 
productivity of labor." 


In speaking of the damage done to the farm economy by Hurricane Frederic, 
mainly in the western provinces, Francia Maestre said that the workers in 

the sector, in additional numbers because of the difficulties, must ‘intensify 
their efforts to overcome the conseqiences and effects of this natural 
Phenomenon in the medium range. 


Cane-Growing Sector 


In connection with the coming sugar harvest, he said that “there are serious 
difficulties in agriculture. On the one hand there is the late completion 
of the last sugar harvest season, the drought which was felt throughout the 
northern part of the country in July and August, and, the main problem, the 
disease known as ‘rust’ which has had such an effect on our main variety, 
Barbados 4362, having a very negative effect on the cane available for 
milling, which will, naturally, affect the production goals for the next 
harvest.” 


He added that because of this it will be necessary to make a maximal effort 

to minimize these effects insofar as possible, Above all, this situation 
demands of the workers in the sugur cane branch greater efficiency in 
repairing the cutting, loading and hauling equipment, a more adequate planning 
of the harvest, an increase in manual and mechanized labor productivity, 
fulfillment of the assistance plan for the work and maximal utilization of 

the labor day, guaranteeing the timely milling of all of the cane we have 
available. 


The minister of agriculture asked for "a gia \t effort to undertake a spring 
planting plan of a volume never before achieved, and thus to be able to 

undertake the task of clearing the thousands of caballerias affected by the 
rust, in order to try to recover as soon as possible from this harsh blow." 


On behalf of the administrative staff of the ministry, its leaders and 
technicians on all levels, Francia Maestre voiced a warm greeting to the 
farm workers on the celebration of their holiday. 


Also at the speaker's able for the ceremony were Julian Rizo, first 
secretary of the party for Matanzas, Reynaldo Castro, first National Hero 
of Labor, vice ministers, members of the secretariat of the National Farm 
Workers’ Union, and other leaders. 











Disease Problem in Matanzas 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 5 Oct 79 p l 


[Article by Juan Varela Perez: "Real Effort at the Matanzas Sugar Mills 
Regarded as Critical in This Repair Period" ] 


[éxcerpts) Colon--A real effort is being made, under conditions which are 
int easy, by the workers at the Matanzes sugar mills regarded as critical 
in the current repair period, some because of the magnitude of the invest- 
ment, and others because of the poor industrial achievement during the last 
harvest season. 


Julian Rizo, first secretary of the party tcr the province, visited the 
Victoria de Yaguajay, Espana Republicana and P=erto Rico Libre sugar mills, 
included in this group, yesterday. At these coliectives he exchanged 
impressions with the men engaged in readying the various areas. 


Sugar cane growing in Matanzas, which has not been spared the negative 
effects of the disease known as rust, will require a special «cffort beginning 
on the first day of cutting, to set an example and to minimize the extent 

of the damage and obtain the maximum of sugar in the best possible state 

from the cane. 


Ac the three sugar mills he visited--Victoria de Yaguajay in Jovellanos, 
Espana Republicana in Perico, and Puerto Rico Libre in Union de Reyes, 
Julian Rizo urged a “struggle to strengthen the awareness of the great 
sugar producers, and not only the great cane millers." 


PCC Agriculture Chief's Remarks 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 9 Oct 79 p 1 


[Article by Juan Varela Perez: "The Next Sugar Season TO Be Seriously 
Affected by Expected Reduced Volume of Cane To Be Milled") 


[Excerpts| The difficulties which will be encountered in the coming sugar 
harvest, if the expected substantial reduction occurs in the volume of cane 
which can be milled, and the measures designed to offset these effects, were 
discussed by Alfredo Menendez, a member of the Central Committee of the 
party and head of its Sugar Department. 


The party leader took as a reference for his detailed analysis the address 
by Minister of Agriculture Rafael Francia Maestre in connection with the 
celebration of Farm Worker.’ Day in Cardenas. 


On that occasion, the minister discussed the negative consequences on the 
Barbad»s 4362 variety, which accounts for 25 percent of the total sugar cane 
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area in our country, by the disease known as “rust,” as the primary cause, 
as well as the drought which affected the whole northern part of the country 
in July and August and the lag in the last harvest season. 





Menendez, who delivered the concluding address at the fourth national 

seminar for propagandists of the party, the UJC [Union of Young Communists], 
miss organizations and state bodies, which was held in Matanzas last Saturday 
und Sunday, said that one of the initial measures will be the gradual but 
urgent replacement of this variety with others which are more resistant to 
this disease and which have been subjected to the pertinent testing at our 
experimental stations, that in Jovellanos azong others. 


He said that the only way of minimizing the effect on the volume of cane 
available for the harvest ending in this two-week period is to optimize all 
work by means of the adamant defense of the basic efficiency indices in 

the whole agroindustrial process. 


He stressed that there are measures which are well known in agriculture, 

and he mentioned strict fulfillment of the cutting program and the daily norm 
or plan for each cutter or equipment operator, maximal utilization of the 

labor day and reduction of the time the cane stays on the ground after cutting, 
as an effective and certain means of ensuring its milling within 24 hours. 


He said that there are some problems in industrial repairs and also lags 
with regard to the cane harvesting equipment. However “we ire confident 
that the proper use of the available resources, intensific*:ion of the 

roduction of spare parts and saving discipline, which 1s :dvancing, will 
make it possible gradually to recover this loss.” 


Alfredo Menendez praises the combativity, enthusiasm and revolutionary spirit 
of the thousands of workers participating directly or indirectly on all 
harvest fronts in agriculture or industry, who annually undertake our harvest, 
and he added that because of these virtues “the party is persuaded that they 
will come out in front again and will triumph in this great test involving 
completion of the 1980 harvest with less cane than had been expected.” 


He noted the vita! importance, given the difficult conditions under which 
the harvest being undertaken, of the cane which traditionally lies 
scattered on the ground, along the railroad lines and at the reception 
centers. He said that if this work is precisely done and the mass organiza- 
tions provide their warm support as always, and we recover even one or two 
percent of the cane which does not get to the mill after cutting, we can 
recover the equivalent of 70 to 80 million arrobas. 
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CUBA 


DISEASE THREATENING SUGAR INDUSTRY 


FL291850 Kingston DAILY CLEANER in English 25 Oct 79 p 9 FL 


(Text) Hevana, Oct 24 (CANA-REUTER)--Disease is threatening the vital sugar plantations 
on which Cubs, one of the world's major producers, depends for more than 30 per cent 


of its export earnings. 


Senior government officials have warned that next year's harvest faces serious 
difficulties and will be appreciably lower than this year's crop, which was the second 
bes" ever at nearly eight million ‘onnes, 


the outbreak of a fungus disease called "sugar rust” is a bitter blow to Cuban experts 
who have worked for years *o bocst output and in recent years have achieved noticeable 
successes. 


Their achievement had already been partia.ly undermined by a slump in the world sugar 
price which has severely cut Cuba's hard currency income in the past three years despite 
steadily rising production. 

A big fali in production because of sugar: rust would make matters worse, so Agriculture 
“inister Rafael Francia Mestre has called for a major effort to sow new cane in areas 


ravaged by the disease, 


The rust plague, one of the nost damaging sugar diseases to ever hit Cuba, is affecting 
tens of thousands of acres, Mr. Francia said in a speech, 


Ano*her official said rust was attacking the main variety of cane grown in Cuba, known 
as Barbados 4°62, which accounts for 25 per cer.. of all the suger crown on the island, 


This does not necessarily mean that a quarter of all Cuba's sugar will be affected by 
the disease, but officials are still treating the epidemic as a major threat, 
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THAILAND 


SUGARCANE PESTS IN UDONTHANI 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 23 Aug 79 p 6 


{Text} Our reporter from Udonthani reported that, at present, sugarcane 
farmers in many provinces in the northeast, particularly in Udonthani 
Province, over 3,000 rai are being damaged by sugarcane borers eating and 
destroying the cane in the localities of Kumphawapi, Non Sa-at, Sri-that 
and Nong Han districts. 


Mr Surachit Kraivasung, sub-district officer of Viengkham Suv’s-District, 
Kumphawapi District and Mr Vichai Mahipphok, village chief of Nadee village, 
Phandon Sub-District led our reporter to the sugarcane farm belonging to 

Mr Huat Sengkla of Nakhek village, Viengkhan Sub-Distric’. destroyed by the 
pests. They said that written complaints were sent to ‘he Sugarcane Farm- 
ers Association and the coop but none of them paid attymtion to the re- 
quests. No response to the complaint was received from the district either. 
At present, they are helpless. Sugarcane in an area of many hundreds of 

rai were eaten up or broken apart. At the beginning the pests penetrate 

the stem and cause a reddish color in every internode untii it breaks down. 


Mr Sakrai Samsen, director of the Kumphawapi Sugar Factory told the re- 
porter that at present over 4,000 farmers in four districts asked for help 
which the faccory provided as best they could. He further opined that it 
would be more apprepriate for the provincial or district agriculture offi- 
cial together with district officers to extend immediate help to those vic- 
tims. If these farmers are left alone to help themselves it could be 
worse; particularly in time of diesel fuel shortage like this, they will 
even suffer more. 
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